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At the top of the car park you will find a Yellow Catalpa (Catalpa ovata) this tree
is @ more unusual specimen of the Catalpa family, with smaller creamier flowers

in late summer. Behind the Catalpa is a Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) }
this widely planted tree has little timber value and harbours the Knopper
Gall was, whose caterpillars render the acorns of English Oaks infertile.

Below the car park is a Lucombe Oak (Quercus x hispanica
‘Lucombeana’) which is a hybrid between the Turkey Oak and
the Cork Oak, which gives rise to it cork-like bark and its evergreen
foliage.

The Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo biloba) is one of a pair said to

have been planted in 1919. It is known as a fossil tree, as fossilised leaves
of over 270 million years old have been found that are recognisably similar X
to those on the modern tree. Its leaves are also used in traditional medicine

and as a source of food.

Close by is the magnificent Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani) that forms the
centre-piece of the gardens. This tree has been planted in the gardens of British mansions
since the 1740’s and can be a vigorous tree. Our specimen was measured at 105" (32.04m)
and 20’ 3" (6.17m) in 1984. It is now 37.67m high with a girth of 7.07m.

Across the lawn is a Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata) and if you follow the
drive in front of the old farmhouse, past this tree, and up into the Top Field, you will be
rewarded for your efforts by the sight of an ancient veteran Oak . Probably one
of the oldest trees on the site, this tree was until recently engulfed with Blackthorn. During
the clearance of the scrub, small formal terraces were discovered, suggesting this tree was
included in the formal garden structure in the past, and indeed you get some excellent
views of the west lawns if you turn around and lean your back against the trunk.

Further into the Top Field is a mature Red Maple (Acer rubrum) . This North
American tree was first cultivated in Europe in 1656 and has some form of red colour on
it all year long.
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Another North American tree, the Western Hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) is
to be found at the front of the tennis court plantation. It is a relatively young tree, but will
mature to be a prominent specimen.

Following the path around and into the west lawn arboretum, you will find a rather
characterful Chinese Red Cedar () . Before taking in the trees of the wets
lawn, follow the garden wall to the Chinese Stewartia (Stewartia sinensis)

‘ , which although smaller in stature has beautiful bark and delightful flowers. In the

area below this, there are many specimen trees, including a Judas Tree (Cercis
chinensis), the Blue Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica f. glauca), a Nikko Maple
(Acer maximoiczianum), a Sweet Gum (Liquidamber styraciflua) and a strikingly
large Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Erecta’

If you cross the track and walk cross the lawn towards the terrace, you will see
another Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani) . You can continue onto the terrace
and enter the hotel via the conservatory, or extend your walk by follow the path down
through the pine grove and along the lower boundary to the amazing and ancient
‘dinosaur’ Beech

If you return to the hotel via the conservatory, and you will
find the final jewel of this walk, a Kurrajong Tree
(Brachychiton populaneus) . Growing out of an
impossibly small pot, this tree was gifted to Susie’s
parents when it grew too large for his greenhouse,
and is now touching the conservatory roof.

The tree walk and tree collection are very
much a work in progress, James and Susie
have taken over the baton of caring for
and enhancing the trees, with a very
firm view of handing it on to future
generations.
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Japanese Maple
Sweet Chestnuts
Atlas Cedar
European Silver Fir
Handkerchief Tree
Foxglove Tree

Western Red Cedar
Lime Tree

European Larch

Eucryphia

‘elcome to our gardens. The grounds at

Gliffaes have benefited from the foresight
and passion of its owners, over the decades
collecting and planting interesting trees from around
the world to enhance the native species already

Stately Oaks
Yellow Buckeye
Tulip Tree

Paper Bark Maple

here. Use this map to follow the suggested route

Ancient Veteran Oaks

Austrian Pine
Giant Redwood
Coastal Redwood
Japanese Maple

Aspen

to discover nearly 40 or so tree highlights in our
beautiful garden on the banks of the Usk.

,.4/
New native
hedge
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Stand of ", .

. Z
Black Pines g gy

Western Red Cedar

Swamp Cypress
Dawn Redwood
Paper-bark Birch
Yellow Catalpa
Lucombe Oak
Maidenhair Tree
Cedar of Lebanon

Turkey Oak

Ancient
Beech

Can you see
the dinosaur?

s
¥
a’

The wonderfully gnarled
and twisted branches of the
Japanese Maple (3) in late
Autumn surrounded by a
carpet of crimson leaves.

Ancient Veteran Oaks
Western Hemlock
Chinese Red Cedar
Chinese Stewartia
Cedar of Lebanon
Kurrajong Tree

Red Maple
Judas Tree
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¥ Recent Work and Planting

Over the past few years we have been working with an
arboricultralist to enhance the tree scape and develop an
on-going planting scheme. A lot of this work has taken place

on the steep bank to the south of the hotel. We have cleared

a lot of squirrel damaged and stunted Sycamore along with
many Cherry trees that had passed their best, in addition we
coppiced Hazel and Chestnut stools. Tree surgeons went up to
lift the canopy and bring down hung up branches. We think the
results are spectacular, with views down to the river from the
terrace and all along the top of the bank enhanced. In addition
we have planted an understory of Holly, Hazel, Spindle, Midland
Thorn, Crab Apple, Guelder Rose and Hawthorn. | am hoping
that the early blossom of the Hawthorn will really stand out in
Spring when seen from the river bank looking back up at the
hotel. This has given us plenty of firewood for the hotel's wood
burners and the open fire
in the sitting room. Go and
have a look at the wood
store.

As you make your way
around the garden you will
see lots of young trees that
have been planted over the
last couple of years and |
hope that you will find that

they have been labeled

¥ Guided Tree Walks & Lunch on the Terrace

Nothing whets the appetite quite like a walk in the fresh air We
have lung fulls of fresh air and magnificent grounds plus we have
the chefs who can prepare a special lunch so we have put them
together.

During the summer of 2014 we will be hosting a number of
guided tree walks around the Gliffaes grounds with a particular
emphasis on the trees and the work we are undertaking

to enhance the landscape. This will be followed by a lunch
prepared outside over hot coals on the grill. We will be
celebrating the best of local Welsh meat along with organic
crunchy fresh salads from Primrose Farm near Hay. Puddings
and Welsh cheeses will round the lunch off. The idea is for long,
lazy Sunday lunch out on the terrace enjoying the best of local
food, beer and wine in good company.

At present we have four such events scheduled over four
Sundays in 2014. Places are limited and booking is required.

May 4", June 15" July 13" & August 24", Walk begins at |lam.
Call us to find out more and book your place.

¥ Morning Coffee, Lunch and Afternoon Tea

Gliffaes is open every day (we are closed during January) to
non-residents. Feel free to come along, have a walk and then
enjoy lunch or afternoon tea. Lunch from 12 —2.30pm and tea
from 4 — 5.30pm, no booking required.

Gliffaes Hotel, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 IRH

01874 730 371 :

www.gliffaeshotel.com
COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL

calls@gliffaeshotel.com

28/02/2014 14:22



